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TPCASTT Template

	
	Description
	

	TITLE

	Ponder the title before reading.  What do you think the poem might be about?


	

	PARAPHRASE

	Translate the poem into your own words. Make sure you tell what is happening in the beginning, middle, and end. This is what is happening on a literal level, NOT the poem’s underlying meaning!

	

	CONNOTATION
	Contemplate the poem for meaning BEYOND the literal meaning.  Go through the poem line by line and ANNOTATE it for literary devices, vocabulary, connotations, questions you might have, unusual wordings and images, etc. Look for all devices the poet might be using to make his/her point.
	

	ATTITUDE  

           (TONE)
	What is the speaker’s attitude or tone?  What is the poet’s?  Are they the same, or different?  Is there more than one attitude or tone in different parts of the poem?
	

	SHIFTS

	What shifts in attitude or tone do you see?  Where do they occur?
Look for changes in diction, sound, line length, new stanzas, punctuation, etc. Key words (but, however, although, etc.)
	

	TITLE

	After reading the poem, determine the significance of the title.


	

	THEME

	What is the theme of this poem? What is the poet’s message?   Write a complete theme statement (that is, a complete sentence).


	


